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JUNE MEETING
Date: Wednesday, June 23rd
Time: 4:00 PM View Cars, 6:00 PM Meeting
RSVP: If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Kevin
Williams by June 22 at <stlwc1@yahoo.com> so
we know how much pizza to order.

Where: Fast Lane Classic Cars
Addr: 427 Little Hills Ind. Blvd., St. Charles, Mo
Meeting Notes: Park
in the east, lower
level
parking
lot
adjacent
to
the
Waffle House. Those
who are able to
arrive between 4 to
6 PM can walk the
multiple showrooms
and view cars. Upon
Fast Lane closing at
6 PM, we will hold a
meeting
and
eat
pizza in the parking
lot. We will restart
our tradition of a
meeting meal and
order pizza for delivery. Previously, we collected
$4 per attendee to apply towards the food cost.
Due to rising prices and to facilitate the ease of
making change, we will increase the contribution
per attendee to $5. Please bring your own
beverage and lawn chair.

National Website: <cadillaclasalleclub.org>
Region Website: <cadillaclasalleclubstl.org>

(submit info to <contact@cadillaclasalleclubstl.org>)

Region Sponsor: ELCO Cadillac

15110 Manchester Road, Ballwin, Mo

Cadillac Sales Manager: Bill Pastor: 877-590-6609

SECRETARY’S REPORT
May Meeting: Our May meeting and spring picnic
on May 16th was a success! The forecast was for
rain and more rain. Perhaps Cadillac founder Henry
M. Leland smiled down upon us and talked Mother
Nature into delaying the rain until the festivities
ended. We only experienced some light showers as
the picnic was winding down, although several
members later mentioned that they experienced
torrential rain on their drive home. Despite the less
than favorable forecast, 24 members and family
were in attendance.

Club Meetings/Events: Please see the attached
calendar for July and August meeting updates. Our
July 28th meeting will be at the St. Louis Auto
Museum on Woodson Rd. Our August meeting will
be on Sunday, August 29th, 11:00 AM, at the auto
clubhouse of Craig Seekamp and David Baker in
Imperial, Missouri. Attendees at both meetings will

contribute $5 each towards food provided. RSVPs
will be required, so that the appropriate amount of
food can be ordered. More details to come.
The Club encourages members to attend our
planned Club display at the Wheels in Motion
Childrens Cancer Charity Car Show. The show will
be Sunday, Sept. 12th at Westport Plaza. The Club
asks members to consider and approve of the Club
making a charitable donation. More details and
discussion to follow nearer in time to the event.

(Atlatl demonstration picture from www.wikapedia.org)

Local Car Shows: The following local, non-CLC
car shows were discussed at our meeting or
information was provided post-meeting:







Luke was working on his 1931 LaSalle Victoria
Coupe—one of three 1931 LaSalles owned by St.
Louis Region members. He had purchased the car
from the Richard Muehlmann estate auction. Luke’s
wife has stated that the LaSalle may be sold, if no
family member expresses interest in the car.

Twin Oaks Presbyterian Church Car Show:
Saturday, July 3rd. Register 9 AM till Noon.
Entry Fee: Canned goods or non-perishable
food items to restock the church food pantry.
Judging 1-2 PM, Trophies 2 PM. 1230 Big Bend
Road, Ballwin, MO.

Articles Appreciated: As I discussed at our
picnic, articles are needed for our Club newsletter.
If I have not yet approached you personally to
consider writing an article, well just wait…! You will
find it fun and rewarding to write about something
that interests you, and others will also.

HCCA Father’s Day Show: Sunday, June 20th,
9 AM to 3 PM at the National Museum of
Transportation (MOT), 2967 Barrett Station Rd.
Pre-registration ended June 14. Day of show
registration may be possible, if the 80 vehicle
limit is not met before show day.

For us newer members, myself included, this
month’s newsletter includes the first of three
articles, reprinted from 2012, on the history of the
St. Louis Region, written by our Region’s founder,
Terry Wenger, with assistance from Bob Schuman
and Marc Ohm. Early Region members were very
active in the Club and had some impressive cars.

St Louis European Auto Show: Sunday, July 11,
11 AM to 2 PM at MINI Auto of St. Louis, 40
Sunnen Drive, St. Louis, MO 63143.

Member News: I am pleased to report that two
new members have joined our Club. First,
Jonathan Hunter and wife Amy hail from Nashville,
IL. Their Cadillac collection includes a ‘65 DeVille
Convertible, ‘67 Fleetwood Eldorado, ‘05 DeVille
Sedan and a ‘06 Escalade. Our second new
member is Richard Eastman and wife Audrey from
St. Peters, MO. Richard is working on his ‘64 Coupe
DeVille and has an additional parts car. Richard
and Audrey attend our May meeting and picnic,
and we all enjoyed meeting them. Richard
mentioned that the ‘64 was at one time his dailydriver. On behalf of the Club, Welcome All!

Craig Masterson
BOB CRIMMINS
I am sorry to report news posted on our national
club internet forum that long time national CLC
member Bob Crimmins has passed away. I never
met Bob personally, but saw him at the handful of
Grand Nationals that I have attended.
Bob wore many hats within the CLC, including
being the Chair of the Publications Committee,
Chapters Vice President, and a member of the
National CLC Board of Directors. Bob also wrote
many articles for The Self-Starter. I had mentioned
his article in our March edition about the 1971
model year turning 50 years old. The May edition
of The Self Starter contained an article by Bob on
the 25th anniversary of the 1996 Cadillac, and he
was pictured on page 29 behind the wheel of
another member’s ‘57 Eldorado Seville. Mr.
Crimmins, R.I.P. You will be greatly missed by the
Cadillac & LaSalle community.

Unfortunately, I also have sad member news to
report. We were recently informed that Luke
Boenker, age 64, passed away suddenly this past
February. R.I.P Luke. Luke joined our Club last fall,
but with our pandemic meeting cancellations, I did
not have many opportunities to talk with him. One
thing I learned was Luke liked to hunt, and he was
the first person in Missouri to take a deer using an
atlatl upon that hunting method being authorized
by the state in 2014. An atlatl is a spear that is
thrown with a hand held lever to achieve greater
velocity.
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CLC MEMORIES—ST. LOUIS REGION (Part 1)
(By: Terry Wenger, assisted by Bob Schuman & Marc Ohm)
(reprinted from the March 2012 Fleetwood Flyer)

Most old car articles are about a member’s old
Cadillac or LaSalle, how he found it, worked on it
etc., etc. This type of story is fine but, since the
St. Louis Region is now 40 years old, I thought it
might be of interest to know some of the stories of
how some of the early members met and various
other stories associated with the Club.
In 1967, I bought my 1940 Cadillac 60 Special
from a couple of young brothers living on Eddie
and Park Road. A year or so earlier, they had
bought it from a well-known Cadillac and Franklin
collector, Milt Asher, who later became a club
member and hosted a couple of our meetings. For
several months, I drove it around Ferguson in its
unrestored condition (photo #1). One day a
beautiful black ’47 Cadillac coupe pulled up in
front of my house (photo #2). The owner, Casey
Moss, said he had seen me driving my Cadillac. He
lived about a half mile from me. Unfortunately,
that was the last time I saw the car all together as
he soon took it apart to restore it. As soon as I
bought my 60S, I joined the Cadillac & LaSalle
Club, having read about it in the Jan. 1965 issue
of Motor Trend.
A fraternity brother from Rolla, Dennis Reilly, got
interested in the old cars and we spent time
looking for old Cadillacs. One evening we went
over to Florissant to see a car owned by Doug
Mesker. He had this really nice ’31 Cadillac 355
sedan painted in its original shades of tan and
brown (photo #3). He still has this car. Dennis
soon bought a ’39 LaSalle coupe to restore (photo
#4).

Within the next year, Uncle Sam decided he
needed my services. So, I went to New Jersey for
a couple of years. While reading a New York based
old car publication called Car Tips, I came across a
’39 Cadillac convertible for sale in of all places,
back home in St. Peters, MO. So, on my next trip
home I found myself the new owner (photos 5 &
6).
After getting out of the Army, I went back to my
job in East Alton, Il., and met more Cadillac and
LaSalle owners at shows like the Easter show. I
joined the Horseless Carriage Club and decided it
would be good to have a region of the Cadillac &
LaSalle club in the St. Louis area.
I began by sending a letter out to everyone whose
name I had of people who owned older Cadillacs
and LaSalles. These included the fellows
mentioned above and others. I remember getting

a call from Nelson Itterly expressing his interest
and asking if I would know what caused a slight
knocking sound in the engine of his ’41 Coupe
(photo 7). The noise was probably in the wrist
pins and still was there when he sold it about 38
years and almost 70,000 miles later! Chuck
Freeman was very interested in the club. He
worked for his friend Clinton Lindbergh, the owner
of Forest Cadillac in Clayton, and was the main
man in getting our first meet at that location in
1972. Chuck had a very well cared for and totally
original low mileage ’41-60S that he wanted to sell
for $2500 (photo 8) and there were no takers.

Another man interested in the club was Lou Von
Till, who has a 1938 Cadillac 75 convertible sedan
which had been his hunting car. (photo 9) I had
another fraternity brother who said Lou and his
friends had once stopped for gas at a station in
Rolla where he worked. It was on one of these
hunting trips and my friend, who was well
acquainted with old cars, couldn’t believe how the
car was being used.
Another man who joined the club was Ray Kenney
who, with a partner, Jim Murphy owned the ’29
LaSalle sedan that Don Hoelscher later bought and
restored (photo 10). Fred Guyton, who has a very
large collection of cars now, joined with his ’29
Cadillac Town Sedan which we helped get running
so it could be at our first show (photo 11). The
late Ed Goedeke joined with his ’39 Cadillac coupe
that he bought in 1948 (photo 12), which was
recently sold. Pete Dapkus saw me driving my 60
Special and contacted me. He was working on his
’41 60 Special that he bought back in 1955 and
still has. He brought along Bob Loudon who also
had a ’41 60S (photo 13). Bob was a master
storyteller who entertained us with stories of his
escapades about when he was racing and
transporting cars in his younger days.
We held the first meeting at my house on August
11, 1971 and formed the St. Louis Region. As I
have mentioned before, our first show was held at
Forest Cadillac in Aug. 1972. The showroom held
three restored 1941 Cadillacs (photo 14) and Pete
Dapkus’ restored 1941 chassis sitting outside
(photo 15). The show was also held there the
following year. The first show brought us more
members. Ed Hill joined with his 1942 Cadillac
Hearse with its beautifully carved sides (photo
16). Tony Speth joined with is ’49-62 Coupe
(photo 17).
At the Easter Show that was held at the Spanish
Pavilion, I met Earl Jacobs who had restored his
1958 Eldorado Brougham (photo 18). He told me
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about the only shop who would chrome plate the
Eldorado’s cast aluminum bumpers. It was run by
a lady who used very salty language and carried a
pistol. She was the late Alma Lightle at St. Louis
Plating. I still take my chrome plating there after
40 years.
Around this time a fellow named Bob Schuman
from Godfrey, Il. joined and announced that he
was looking for a 1941 Cadillac. Not long after
that he found his 41-62 sedan in Jacksonville, IL.
which is still part of his collection (photo 19).
Ed Hill organized our 1974 show at Tower Grove
Park which would be the site of many more annual
shows. We had a newcomer to the hobby, Gerry
Perschbacher, who brought a ’56 Chevy for the
show. We finally convinced him that we were
having a Cadillac and LaSalle only show and he
left. Don Hoelscher, who had bought Ray Kenney’s
’29 LaSalle, joined our club. Don was doing some
of his work on the LaSalle, as I remember, with
Jack Mulligan, a new member who soon acquired a
’47 Cadillac Coupe (photo 20).
Some years earlier, Casey Moss, who was an
ironworker by trade, helped build a stand that was
located at Kingshighway and Southwest Ave. as
an advertisement for a car wash located there. On
the stand was mounted a ’46 Cadillac 61 sedan
that had the left side painted red and the other
side painted yellow, quite an eye-catching sight.
At some time during 1976, a gentleman by name
of Marc Ohm joined the club with a beautiful black
’46-61 sedan, the first of his many Cadillacs
(photo 21). As it turned out, Marc had bought the
’46 out of a junkyard at Lucas-Hunt and Easton. It
was the red and yellow car that was mounted on
Casey’s stand (photo 22).

About that time, Richard Muehlmann joined with
all his LaSalles. The late Joe Walsh also joined
after buying the ’47 convertible that I have now
(photo 23). Roger Sprake joined around this time
also with his 1958 Eldorado Brougham (photo 24).
Roger piloted two private jets owned by a large
realty company and flew charter flights for many
famous people. He had many interesting stories to
tell about his flying adventures including one that
hinted that he possibly flew under the St. Louis
Arch and another about flying too close to the
White House. It was always great to listen to his
stories at our meetings. I found out many years
later that he was known as “Roger Ramjet” to his
fellow pilots. Unfortunately, Roger’s life came to a
sudden end. His funeral visitation was the same
night as one of our meetings and many members
stopped by to say their last farewell.
The late George Nyquist was another member who
joined with a ’47-62 sedan (photo 25). He started
the tradition of having the Annual Christmas Party
in January with the first one at his home. The
early eighties saw Joel Haffner (photo 26), Jim
Schild (photo 27), Bill Tabor with his unfinished
’30 LaSalle, Fred and David Weber join. Fred
drove his Derham bodied Duesenberg sedan
(photo 28) to our show at Tower Grove Park.
Unlike the earlier gentleman with the Chevrolet,
we didn’t ask Fred to leave! Many other members
have come and gone over the years, but I am
mentioning the ones that joined in the first 15
years and most of whom are still members.
In addition to the great members we have had,
some of the meetings, tours and parties are
certainly worth mentioning. These will be
discussed next month. To be continued...

4

Photo 3-Mesker

Photo 4-Reilly

Photo 5-Wenger

Photo 6-Wenger

Photo 7– Itterly

Photo 8-Freeman

Left-Photo 9-Von Till
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Above-Photo 10-Hoelscher

Photo 12-Goedeke

Photo 11-Guyton

Photo 15-Dapkus
Photo 13-Loudon

Photo 16-Hill

Photo 14-Forest Cadillac Showroom
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Photo 17-Speth

Photo 18-Jacobs

Photo 19-Schuman

Photo 20-Mulligan

Photo 21-Ohm

Photo 22-Ohm

Photo 23-Walsh

Photo 24-Sprake
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Photo 26-Haffner
Photo 25-Nyquist

Photo 27-Schild

Photo 28-Weber
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June Edition

2021
CLC - St. Louis Region
Calendar of Events
Date Day

Time

1/27

Wed

7:00 PM

Monthly Mtg

Virtual Online Videoconference

2/24

Wed

7:00 PM

Monthly Mtg

Virtual Online Videoconference

3/24

Wed

7:00 PM

Monthly Mtg

Virtual Online Videoconference

4/27

Tues

6:30 PM

Monthly Mtg

Sonic Drive-In, 1002 S. Kirkwood Rd.

5/16

Sun 11 AM-2 PM Annual Picnic & Monthly Mtg

Blackburn Park, 421 Edgar Rd, Webster Groves Dogwood Pavilion; BYOB & Food

6/23

Wed

Fast Lane Classic Cars, St. Charles, MO

Pizza provided, please RSVP

Albuquerque, NM

Postponed to 2023

7/13-17

4:00 PM

Event

Location

Mo. Mtg with Pizza starts at 6:00 PM

CANCELED CLC 2021 Grand National

Notes

7/28

Wed

5:00 PM

Mo. Mtg with Pizza starts at 6:00 PM

St. Louis Auto Museum, 1575 Woodson Rd

Pizza provided, please RSVP

8/29

Sun

11:00 AM

Monthly Mtg & Auto Collection Tour

Imperial, MO

Details in Aug. Newsletter

9/22

Wed

7:00 PM

Monthly Mtg

Details Forthcoming

Date & Time Subject to Change

CLC 2021 Fall Festival

Hickory Corners, MI - Gilmore Car Museum

Fall Driving Tour

Details Forthcoming

9/23-26
10/2

Sat

TBD

10/17

Sun 10 AM-3 PM Annual CLC Car Show & Monthly Mtg

Museum of Transport., 2967 Barrett Station Rd. Joint Show with HCCMO

11/17

Wed

Details Forthcoming

6:00 PM

Monthly Mtg

Subject to Change
Date & Time Subject to Change

Other Local Car Related Events
4/4

Sun

CANCELED HCCMO-Annual Easter Car Show

Forest Park-Muny Opera Upper Parking Lot

6/20

Sun

9 AM-3 PM HCCMO-Father's Day Car Show

Museum of Transport., 2967 Barrett Station Rd.

9/12

Sun

TBD

Wheels in Motion Show - Club Display

Westport Plaza, Maryland Heights, MO

9/19

Sun

TBD

HCCMO Show & Swap Meet

Chesterfield Mall - former Sears parking lot

Club display (no judging)
Natl. Children's Cancer Society

