
  

       

 

Director: 
  Todd Tobiasz: <ttobiasz@sbcglobal.net> 
Associate Director & Annual Show Chairman: 
  David Baker: 636-575-9554 <dkb9323@gmail.com> 
Treasurer: 
  Ted Fivian: 314-752-5763 <swunland@sbcglobal.net> 
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: 
  Craig Masterson: 636-891-8010 <bigv8@swbell.net> 
Webmaster & Nat’l Director-St. Louis Region: 
  Kevin Williams: 314-481-9111 <stlwc1@yahoo.com> 
Sponsorship Chairman: 
  Noel Wilson: 636-447-5319 

National Website: <cadillaclasalleclub.org> 
Region Website: <cadillaclasalleclubstl.org> 
 (submit info to <contact@cadillaclasalleclubstl.org>) 

Region Sponsor: ELCO Cadillac 
  15110 Manchester Road, Ballwin, Mo 
  Cadillac Sales Manger - Bill Pastor: 877-590-6609  

JANUARY HOLIDAY PARTY & MEETING 

Date: Saturday, January 7th 

Time: 1:00 PM 

Where: Favazza’s on The Hill 

Address: 5201 Southwest Ave, St. Louis, 63139 

RSVP: Please RSVP by Friday, Dec. 30th to Todd 

Tobiasz at <ttobiasz@sbcglobal.net>. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Our final regular 2022 meeting was held on 

November 16th at Club Sponsor ELCO Cadillac. 

There was a very good turnout with thirty one 

members in attendance. We are particularly 

grateful to Bill Pastor at ELCO since their current 

showroom business hours end at 6 PM everyday in 

this post-pandemic environment. Bill graciously 

hosted our meeting after-hours and provided 

plenty of tasty pizza and beverages, which we all 

enjoyed. Thank you, Bill! 

Bill gave an overview of the current happenings 

with Cadillac and ELCO. Pre-pandemic, ELCO 

would usually have 150-200 new vehicles in stock 

for sale. They currently have 30 in stock, and this 

level is an increase from availability these past 

two years. He believes that manufacturers will not 

return to the prior business model of large 

inventories with sales incentives. Instead, he 

believes that reduced inventories with selling 

prices at or near MSRP will become the new norm. 

One positive from the industry’s car shortage is 

that buyers that may not have considered a 

Cadillac in the past are now taking a look. 

The weekend after our meeting ELCO displayed 

two new all-electric Lyriq SUVs, pending their 

debut rollout. Bill stated that they will start in the 

low $60K range and will contain a lot of value for 

the money as compared to the competition. 

Cadillac plans to release three more SUV all-

electric vehicles by 2025. By 2030 Cadillac plans 

to have only all-electric vehicles. 

The next electric vehicle to be released will be the 

ultra-expensive Celestiq sedan. These vehicles will 

start at $300K, and buyers will be able to 

individually design their cars as to exterior and 

interior colors and trim, similar to what Rolls 

Royce offers buyers. Becoming a Cadillac Celestiq 

dealer will require a significant investment by a 

dealership, and ELCO currently does not plan to 

participate. It is expected that primary Celestiq 

sales will occur on the coasts. Initially, due to 

limited availability (~500/year) Cadillac will 

approve buyers for purchase, as they want cars to 

www.cadillac.com/electric/lyriq 
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go to fashion and social media influencers. The 

first Celestiq is being purchased by musician Lenny 

Kravitz. See the Cadillac Celestiq press release on 

page 7. 

Returning to Cadillac’s internal combustion engine 

(ICE) vehicles, Bill stated that the high-

performance CT4-V and CT5-V Blackwing Sedans 

will remain ICE-only vehicles during their 

production runs. Cadillac for 2022 also released its 

first high-performance Escalade-V SUV, sporting 

the 6.2 liter supercharged 683 hp V8 Blackwing 

engine. This model starts at $150K, and Bill stated 

they have sold four to date. 

After Bill’s comments, Phyllis Steckel made a 

PowerPoint presentation on her and Rich’s visit to 

the Cadillac Fall Festival this past September. They 

had attended in 2019, and since they were in the 

area for another event, decided to attend this 

year’s Festival on Friday and Saturday. 

The event was held at the Gilmore Auto Museum in 

Hickory Corners, MI, about 20 miles northeast of 

Kalamazoo. As you may know, our CLC National 

Museum (modeled after a “modern” 1940s-era 

dealership) is located at the Gilmore along with the 

museums for the CCCA, Franklin, Lincoln, Model A, 

Horseless Carriage and Pierce-Arrow clubs. The 

Gilmore collection, along with these partner 

museums, make the Gilmore the largest auto 

museum in the country with over 400 vehicles. 

Phyllis and Rich stayed on the Museum’s adjacent 

RV campground, which was virtually empty. The 

campground provides only electrical hookups, but 

water and sewer are planned for the future. As the 

nearest hotels are in Kalamazoo, they had the 

museum grounds to themselves in the evening 

once the museum closed. An onsite hotel is 

planned, but likely 5-10 years in the future. 

The museum was opened in 1966 by Donald 

Gilmore, then President of Upjohn Pharmaceutical 

Company. Upjohn is now part of Viatris, a global 

healthcare company. Pharmaceuticals that Upjohn 

developed include Xanax, Halcion, Motrin, and 

Rogaine (I need that!). Thank you, Phyllis and 

Rich, for an enjoyable presentation! 

Our 2023 Calendar of Events will be a work in 

progress over the course of next year. Meeting and 

event ideas were solicited at our meeting and 

several great suggestions were made. If you have 

ideas on meeting locations, events and drives, etc. 

please let Director Todd or Assistant Director David 

know. Better yet, if you are willing to assist by 

helping to plan and organize a suggested event, all 

members will appreciate your efforts and doing so  

helps the Officers immensely. 

While our November meeting is usually our last 

event of the year, we had the opportunity on the 

two days immediately following Thanksgiving to 

visit the auto collection of Bob and Kevin Huff. 

There was a large turnout by the clubs invited to 

attend, and all thoroughly enjoyed the visit. A big 

THANK YOU goes out to the Huffs! 

[Friday (top) & Saturday (bottom) photos by Todd Tobiasz] 

2023 Grand National Caravan: Past National 

CLC President Glenn Brown, residing in the Chicago 

area, along with the West of the Lake Region, are 

planning an informal Caravan to the 2023 Grand 

National in Albuquerque. Those planning to attend 

and drive to the event may want to join the group. 

Below is Glenn’s email: 

“Several of us in the West of the Lake Region are 

planning to travel via Route 66 to (or from) this 

year’s Grand National. Would you be interested in 

joining a loosely organized caravan to the 2023 

Albuquerque GN. This is not a driving tour. The 

plan is to have very few organized hard stops as 

we travel, thinking likely only suggesting overnight 

locations, and possibly a group dinner or two. 

We need to gauge what kind of interest there 

might be for such a trip to progress in our 

planning; and, if you are interested whether you 

would prefer to travel Route 66 on the way to, or 
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back, from the GN. We anticipate such a trip would 

take at least four days, factoring brief stops at 

historic sites along the way. The plan is to arrive 

on Monday. 

There will be a survey on the website around the 

first of the year for those who wish to participate, 

or shortly an email address: “23GNCaravan@ 

cadillaclasalleclub.org” to express your interest no 

later than February 14, 2023. 

Glenn Brown, Trail Boss” 

Sounds like lots of fun, and always good to travel 

with a group if driving a classic a long distance 

with the potential for mechanical breakdowns. 

BOPC Swap Meet: Our friend Gene Bossaller of 

the Oldsmobile Club has provided information for a 

Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac-Cadillac (BOPC) Swap 

Meet to be held Sunday, February 19, 2023 in St. 

Charles, ILLINOIS (about 35 miles due-west of 

Chicago, IL). Please see the attached flyer. 

Member News: In addition to the Steckels 

attending the 2022 CLC Fall Festival, John 

Meyerhoff also attended. John took home the 

Fleetwood Award in “Class 8 Cadillac Production 

1969-1979” in the Concours d'Elegance with his 

beautiful 1976 Fleetwood Eldorado Convertible. 

Congratulations, John! 

(https://www.cadillacfallfestival.com) 

John’s award caps off a very successful 2022 for 

the St. Louis Region and its members. In addition 

to several member’s cars receiving awards at the 

2022 Grand National, our Region was also awarded 

the Website of Excellence Award and a Newsletter 

of Merit Award. Director Todd Tobiasz provides a 

2022 recap article on the St. Louis Region’s 

activities and charitable giving this past year. 

2023 CLC-StL Dues—Still $15!: As we approach 

year-end, 2023 CLC-StL membership renewals 

have reached the 2/3s mark. Region dues are paid 

on a calendar-year basis. This differs from National 

CLC membership renewal that is based on a fiscal 

year starting with the month you joined the 

National CLC. Reminder: Membership in the 

National CLC is a mandatory prerequisite to belong 

to the St. Louis Region. The National CLC’s annual 

digital membership cost has recently been reduced 

to only $25/yr. A 2023 CLC-StL Dues Invoice will 

be provided by email along with your membership  

expiration status. Please contact the Secretary if 

you have any questions. The 2023 CLC-StL roster 

will be distributed with the March newsletter. 

Timely dues payment by the February due-date 

assures your inclusion on the 2023 roster. 

Reminder: There is no January Fleetwood Flyer; 

the next edition will be February 2023. 

Many Thanks: As the year ends, I would like to 

thank all who participated in Club meetings and 

events in 2022, helping to make our Club vibrant 

and active. Thank you to members who helped 

plan and coordinate our events, and acquire new 

Club display banners during the year, and in 

particular, those of you who contributed articles for 

the Fleetwood Flyer. Thank you all!!! 

To everyone, I wish you all a Merry 

Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, a joyous 

Kwanzaa, Happy Festivus, Happy 

Holidays and a Happy New Year! 

Craig Masterson 

CLC-StL – 2022 RECAP 

(By: Todd Tobiasz) 

This past year gave us the opportunity to make 

another big step toward social normalcy after the 

pandemic-influenced two prior years. Several 

members faced health challenges, and everyone 

appears to be healing well. At the heart of our 

club are monthly events. This year we went as 

far west as Washington, Missouri, and as far east 

as Fairview Heights, Illinois, and as far north as 

Lombard, Illinois. Ok, so maybe we didn’t go 

much farther south than Favazza’s on the Hill. 

We’ll look for a southern destination next year. 

Many thanks to Phyllis and Rich Steckel for their 

event suggestions that took us out in the most 

inclement May weather to the Iron Spike Model 

Train Museum and their unique custom home in 

Washington, Missouri, and then in July allowed 

us to explore the Wings of Hope Aviation 

headquarters at Spirit of St Louis Airport. In 

November the Steckels reported on their visit to 

the Cadillac Fall Festival at the Gilmore. Rain and 

nasty weather came into play again for the 

September meeting at the Wheels in Motion Car 

Show at Westport Plaza. Nevertheless, many 

members and some cars turned out. 

We had plenty of opportunities to share our 

favorite cars with fellow members. In April our 

sponsor, ELCO Cadillac, hosted a Spring “wake 
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up the cars” show and we got a great tour of the 

newly remodeled showroom and service area. 

The June meeting took place at the Sonic parking 

lot. August took the club to Gateway Classics for 

a Cars and Coffee event as a featured Club, 

which introduced us to potential new members. 

Clayton Patterson hosted an Illinois Winery trip, 

and we joined the Rolls Royce Owners Club and 

Classic Car Club on a Fall trip to Louisiana and 

Hannibal, Missouri. Several members ventured to 

Lombard, Illinois, to take in the Grand National 

after a two-year hiatus. It’s always fun to get a 

whole week to look at our favorite cars and meet 

new friends. I learned of and joined the LaSalle 

Appreciation Society (get it: LAS) one of the CLC 

chapters. Our last event of the year was an 

amazing post-Thanksgiving visit to the Bob and 

Kevin Huff car collection. Lots of ideas to start 

your holiday car shopping! 

We also had a chance to build on an activity that 

Kevin Williams got kick-started last year. 

Members and the Club also took advantage of 

several opportunities to donate toward worthy 

causes: McPherson College Automotive 

Restoration Program, Wings of Hope, Stray 

Rescue Animal Shelter, and Wheels in Motion’s 

car show benefitting the National Children’s 

Cancer Society. The total donated by the club 

this year to these efforts was $1,350. 

I look forward to seeing everyone in 2023. Don’t 

be shy. Join the group. Suggest outings you may 

think of as interesting. David Baker and I won’t 

mind if you want to organize a meeting, or we 

can pitch in and help. Grand National this year is 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I’m dying to see 

where Bugs Bunny makes all those wrong turns. 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 

Todd Tobiasz 

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT 

          Dirt eRacer       a 

(https://www.mydirteracer.com) 

St. Louis Oldsmobile Club member Allen Bolt, a 

local inventor and car enthusiast, has developed a 

new product, the “Dirt eRacer”, that will speed up 

your time to clean your cars, trucks and boats. 

Traditional car washing methods rely on lots of soap, 

using multiple pieces of equipment and a repetitive 

process of bucket dipping, washing and rinsing. 

Now there is a better way to achieve professional  

level hand car wash results in a fraction of the time 

with the Dirt eRacer. It uses a very different 

approach by continuously flowing clean water, 

mixed with a small amount of soap, from inside a 

special sponge flowing outward as you clean. No 

more back and forth to a bucket to remove the 

dirt. Safe, effective and fast! 

Allen’s website provides video demonstrations on 

the product and its use, FAQs, and purchasing 

options including direct local pickup from his home 

in Kirkwood, MO to save shipping cost. Check it 

out, this is very clever and looks to be a real time 

saver! HOLIDAY SALES PRICES are now in effect. 

GM HERITAGE CENTER—PART 2 

(By: Craig Masterson) 

I wrote in the October-2019 Fleetwood Flyer of 

Cindy’s and my experience attending the 2019 

Cadillac Fall Festival in Michigan. One of the 

event’s featured activities was the opportunity to 

visit and tour the General Motors Heritage Center 

(GMHC) located north of Detroit in Sterling 

Heights, MI. 

In June of 2022 I submitted Part 1 of my article 

detailing our visit to the GMHC. Part 1 focused on 

the numerous experimental and production GM 

engines that were on display. Part 2 will focus on 

some of the vehicles we viewed at the GMHC that 

day. The facility does not have sufficient space to 

display all vehicles that are part of the GMHC 

collection. I read somewhere recently that the 

location we visited was leased space and the 

GMHC would at some time be moving into a 

larger, and maybe GM-owned, facility. 
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The GMHC is home to many of GM’s prototypes & 

experimental vehicles. I have always been a big 

fan of the Firebird I, II & III concepts, and we had 
the pleasure to view the 1956 Firebird II and the 

exposed chassis of the 1959 Firebird III. 

Several smaller urban/commuter-type vehicles 

were also displayed, both gas- and electric-

powered. Based on their size and configurations, 

I do not know if their grocery-toting space would 

meet your needs. Those vehicles displayed would 

have made some great sci-fi movie vehicles for 

their time-period. Presented is a sampling of 

several. Which one would you choose to keep in 

the garage for those short trips around town? 

The yellow and orange experimental vehicles at 

the top of the next column look similar to the 6-

wheeled vehicles being driven in the opening 

credits of that wacky Saturday morning children's 

TV show that ran from 1968 to 1970 called “The 

Banana Splits”. Does that show bring back 

memories for anyone? 

A GM vehicle I always found interesting and have 

grown more impressed with over time is the 

Corvair, the “American Porsche”, despite what 

Ralph Nader had to say about it. I have fond 

memories as a child of my Aunt taking me to the 

north county Steak ‘n’ Shake on the Halls Ferry 

Circle in her 1963 Corvair. The GMHC had several 

Corvair and Corvair-platform concepts on display. 

I found these very attractive and sporty. 

The next page shows two additional Corvair 

prototypes. Just imagine if any of these 

prototypes had actually made production, WOW, 

look out Corvette. (Oh..., now I know why….) 
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And for those Buick lovers in the crowd, here is 

the 1972 Buick Silver Arrow III designed by Bill 

Mitchell, based on the production Riviera. 

The collection also includes a 1963 Riviera. The 

original Riviera prototype design study was called 

a Cadillac LaSalle, but Cadillac turned down the 

prototype, and Buick took over the project. 

A 1976 Buick Estate Wagon brought back fond 

memories. My parents had a burgundy 1974 Buick 

Estate Wagon sporting the same vinyl “wood” trim 

with that unique GM clam-shell rear window and 

tailgate. We drove that car to California, and that 

Buick 455 V-8 (with 17-year-old me behind the 

wheel) was passing ALL the vehicles climbing the 

Rocky Mountains on Hwy 70—even fully-loaded! 

And, near-and-dear to my wife was a black 1977 

Pontiac Firebird Trans Am that would 

complement her original-owner Solar Gold 1978 

version perfectly. “Snowman calling the Bandit…”. 

And if you have been looking for that never 

driven or registered 1976 Chevette in showroom 

new condition, well, here it is! (see next page). 

I have just touched the surface of all that we saw 

during our tour. The GMHC has a wonderful 

website where you can view the entire collection. 

It also has videos from the period and an 

excellent Archives section. The Cadillac Archives 

covers 1902 thru 1974 and includes a variety of 
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items by model year including the manufacturer’s 

Data Book with models and options available, 

detailed specifications, and maybe even the 

owner’s manual. The GMHC website can be found 

at https://www.gmheritagecenter.com. 

CADILLAC NEWSROOM 

      Cadillac Celestiq     a 
(https://news.gm.com/newsroom.detail.html/ 

Pages/news/us/en/2022/oct/1017-celestiq.html) 

The most technologically advanced Cadillac ever is 

designed to be the world’s first all-electric ultra-

luxury sedan utilizing innovative technology in 

the service of personalized, handcrafted artistry. 

The Cadillac CELESTIQ is a handcrafted, all-

electric, ultra-luxury flagship that reestablishes 

the iconic brand as the Standard of the World, 

while serving as the flagship for the brand’s 

electric future. 

Each CELESTIQ is personally commissioned—no 

two will be alike. Clients will work directly with 

their selected dealer and Cadillac designers to 

realize their unique vision for the car, with 

unprecedented levels of personalization tailored 

to reflect the owner’s taste. CELESTIQ channels 

the power of the revolutionary Ultium Platform. 

This dedicated EV propulsion architecture 

combines a 111-kWh battery pack and a two-

motor, all-wheel-drive propulsion system to offer 

a GM-estimated 600 horsepower and 640 lb-ft of 

torque—and a GM-estimated driving range of 300 

miles on a full charge. In addition to the 

impressive horsepower and torque, the vehicle is 

also projected to deliver one of the quickest 0-60

-mph accelerations in the segment of 3.8 

seconds. 

Regen on Demand Braking is standard and helps 

maximize driving range by converting the kinetic 

energy of the vehicle’s forward momentum into 

electricity that’s stored in the battery pack. It 

also includes One-Pedal Driving, which can slow 

the vehicle to a complete stop using only the 

accelerator pedal, for very fine vehicle control. 

CELESTIQ’s engineers developed Cadillac’s most 

technologically advanced suspension and other 

performance systems ever. It includes 5-link 

front and rear suspension, Adaptive Air Suspen-

sion, Magnetic Ride Control, Active Rear 

Steering, Active Roll Control, Advanced AWD, 

and Electric Power Steering. 

When looking to charge quickly, CELESTIQ is 

equipped with a 200 kW DC fast charging system 

capable of adding up to a Cadillac-estimated 78 

miles of range in only 10 minutes of charging at 

a public DC fast charging station. 

The CELESTIQ underbody includes six large 

precision sand-cast aluminum components. Each 

casting reduces part count by 

30 to 40 components, com-

pared to typical stamped 

construction. The benefits being 

more efficient use of space, 

simplicity and improved struct-

ural rigidity. The CELESTIQ 

precision sand-casted content 

and processes are ideal for low 

volume, handcrafted, bespoke 

vehicles. 

With 115 3D printed parts in 

the production vehicle, the 

CELESTIQ demonstrates GM’s 

broadest use of this process. In 

addition, each CELESTIQ vehicle 

will feature over 300 fabricated pieces 

throughout the body structure, chassis, interior 

and electrical components. This “Flex Fabrication” 

process utilizes metal sheets that can be folded 
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and manipulated into the unique shapes required 

for the CELESTIQ design — a process more akin 

to metallic origami than traditional stamping. 

The silhouette of CELESTIQ is immediately 

striking. The boldness of the grille and the 

vertical lighting signatures flow seamlessly into 

the sloping windshield. Every metal surface seen 

on the exterior of the vehicle is real metal—

including an aluminum grille, brushed aluminum 

bodyside, aluminum eTrunk™ lining, rocker, 

taillamp and headlamp trim, and brushed metal 

liftgate body openings. 

The aluminum grille and Goddess in the fender is 

milled into cast aluminum; then, the piece is 

machine-polished, brushed and tinted. The 

Goddess trim also features a unique crystal 

element to house premium LED lighting 

elements. 

Clients will be led through a design consultation 

process by a concierge along with their CELESTIQ 

dealer of choice who is dedicated to guiding them 

through every aspect of the journey. It is a 

personalized relationship designed to ensure 

each client’s vehicle is designed and crafted to 

their desires, while also providing updates during 

production and support after the vehicle is 

delivered. 

CELESTIQ is expected to go into production in 

December 2023, with an expected MSRP to begin 

north of $300,000 and increase based on level of 

personalization. CELESTIQ availability is by 

waitlist only. 

(This press release was edited to condense for space. See) 
(the article link to view the complete press release/editor.) 

✨  BLAST FROM THE PAST  ✨  (1957 Cadillac below: www.jalopyjournal.com) 

St. Louis Globe Democrat, Wednesday, December 23, 1959 
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