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  David Baker: 636-575-9554 <dkb9323@gmail.com> 
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 (submit info to <contact@cadillaclasalleclubstl.org>) 

Region Sponsor: ELCO Cadillac 
  15110 Manchester Road, Ballwin, Mo 
  Cadillac Sales Manager - Bill Pastor: 877-590-6609  

JANUARY HOLIDAY MEETING 

Date: Saturday, January 11th 

Time: 1 PM 

Where: Favazzaôs on The Hill 

Address: 5201 Southwest Ave, St. Louis, 63139 

RSVP: Please RSVP to Craig Masterson at 

bigv8@swbell.net by Friday, Jan. 3rd. 

Note: We will order individually from the menu 

and receive separate checks. 

SECRETARYôS REPORT 

Our final 2024 meeting was held on November 

20th at Club Sponsor ELCO Cadillac. There was a 

great turnout with forty-one members and guests 

in attendance. We are particularly grateful to Bill 

Pastor at ELCO, as their current showroom 

business hours end at 6 PM every day. Bill 

graciously hosted our meeting after hours and 

provided plenty of tasty pizza and beverages, 

which we all enjoyed. Thank you, Bill! 

Bill gave an overview of the current events at 

Cadillac and ELCO. Cadillac plans to release three 

more all-electric SUVs by 2025. The new Optiq, a 

two-row SUV similar in size to the current XT5, 

and the Escalade IQ ($130K MSRP) EVs arrive this 

December. The new Vistiq should arrive this 

January as a 2026 model. Vistiq will be a new 

luxury three-row EV SUV similar in size to the 

current XT6 SUV. The EV batteries for these 

vehicles will have a ten-year warranty and are 

built in-house by GM. 

The Cadillac XT4 small SUV will not be carried into 

the 2025 model year and production is scheduled 

to end in January. The soon-to-be-former XT4 

plant will produce the upcoming Chevy Bolt EV. 

With the slow-down of EV sales, Bill states that 

Cadillac has extended its timeline for the full 

conversion of the complete model lineup to EVs 

from 2030 to 2035. Cadillac is planning to produce 

no gas/electric hybrids, and any that GM may sell 

in the future would be Chevrolets. 

Bill had the opportunity to visit the newly opened 

ñCadillac Houseò. General Motors is opening a 

dedicated design facility called the Cadillac House 

at its Global Technical Center in Warren, Michigan, 

where buyers of the bespoke Cadillac Celestiq 

electric vehicle will be able to customize their cars 

to their liking. Recall that the Celestiq sedan is 

Cadillacôs new flagship, an all-electric, ultra-

expensive vehicle that is hand-built to order for 

select clients. These vehicles will start at $300K. 

The buyer will be assisted by his/her own 

concierge and be able to meet with an actual 

Cadillac designer to help with design choices to 

individually design his/her car as to exterior and 

interior colors and trim, similar to what Rolls 

Royce offers buyers. Becoming a Cadillac Celestiq 
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dealer will require a significant investment from 

the dealership. ELCO has applied to become a 

Celestiq dealer. ы9ĲũĲƚƣŔƕНċŰĬНĬĲƚŔŊŰНƓőŸƣŸƚНĤǃН]~о9ċĬŔũũċĦьЮ 

Bill also attended Cadillacôs ñV Certificationò 

training at the Ron Fellows Driving School in 

Pahrump, NV. Cadillac has confirmed the 

introduction of its first electric SUV to earn the V-

Series badge, the 2026 LYRIQ-V, due out in 2025. 

The V-Series is Cadillacôs performance sub-brand 

and serves as its benchmark for performance and 

innovation. V-Series EV vehicles will be 

characterized by their exceptional performance, 

instantaneous acceleration, competitive range, and 

standard all-wheel drive. 

There have been no announcements on any 

Cadillac EV sedans to replace the current internal 

combustion engine (ICE) sedans. 

New GM vehicles will have available a new version 

of the Super Cruise, GMôs self-driving vehicle 

option. Previously only available for use on divided 

highways, most secondary streets have now been 

mapped into the database--local subdivision roads 

excluded. The new version will not be backwards 

compatible with pre-2025 model year vehicles. 

Bill stated that GM/ELCO is partnering with Ranken 

Technical College and its Certified Dealership 

Technician Program to help train technicians of the 

future, who are very much in demand. 

As always, Bill, thank you for the very interesting 

and current update on Cadillacôs plans and 

vehicles; (oh, and the tasty pizza also!) 

2025 CLC-StL Dues: Still $15! Our November 

meeting kicked off the annual CLC-StL Region 

membership renewal. As of mid-December, we 

have a 75% renewal rate. Reminder! National CLC 

membership is required to join and maintain 

membership in the St. Louis Region. Your CLC-StL 

membership cannot be accepted unless your 

National CLC dues are current. 

An email was sent prior to the November meeting 

which lists each memberôs CLC-StL 2025 dues 

status. A payment coupon was included with that 

email. If you are unsure if you have paid, please 

contact the Secretary. Our January 11th post-

holiday luncheon is an excellent opportunity to 

renew! 

2025 Event Dates: Our 2025 Calendar of Events 

will be a work in progress over the course of next 

year. Meeting and event ideas were solicited at our 

meeting and several great suggestions were made. 

If you have ideas on meeting locations, events and 

drives, etc. please let Director Todd or Assistant 

Director David know. Better yet, if you are willing 

to assist by helping to plan and organize the 

suggested event, all members will appreciate your 

efforts and doing so helps immensely. 

We do need suggestions for our February and 

March meeting activities and potential dates. 

Pending creation of the 2025 Club event calendar, 

the save-the-dates below are events currently 

planned or in the planning stages. 

¶ January 11, 2025: Saturday, Post-Holiday 

Luncheon at Favazzaôs on the Hill, 1PM-3PM. 

¶ January 29-February 1: CLC Winter Reunion 

and board meetings, Chattanooga, TN. 

Registration is available now through Jan. 7 by 

clicking: CLC Winter Board Meeting 2024 - Meet 

Registration. 

¶ April 20, 2025: Sunday, Easter Auto Show-

Forest Park. Sign up for the Club Display! 

¶ May 4, 2025: Sunday, Meeting & Car Show, St. 

Martinôs Church, Ellisville, MO. 

¶ June 2-7, 2025: CLC Grand 

National, Murfreesboro, TN. 

CLC registration starts on 

January 10th. Please book 

your hotel room now while 

rooms are available: 2025 

Grand National | Cadillac & LaSalle Club 

¶ Sept./Oct.: Date to be determined, but we 

hope to host the Kansas City Region over a 3ï4 

day weekend to introduce them to the finer life 

in St. Louis! This event is similar to the St. 

Louis Region visiting the Kansas City Region 

two years ago for the ñGateway to Fountainsò 

Tour. I am tentatively naming this tour ñB-B-Q 

to the Louò or ñJazz meets the Bluesò. Please 

submit your name suggestions and your tour 

ideas to Director Todd Tobiasz. 

¶ October 11, 2025: Saturday, Fall Car Show, 

Elks Lodge, Creve Coeur, MO. 

Member News: I am happy to report that we 

have several new members who have joined our 

St. Louis Region. Steve and Susan Kesel of St. 

Peters, MO have joined, with Steve attending our 

November ELCO meeting. Steve has recently 
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acquired a ñpatinaedò 1957 Fleetwood Sixty Special 

with the factory exterior color of Dusty Rose 

metallic. I love that color for a ó50s vehicle. Steve 

is working to get this lovely lady back on the road. 

He has recently sent his power brake booster off 

for rebuilding as he works to sort out the brakes. 

Steve and Susan, WELCOME to the Club; we all 

look forward to viewing and admiring your ó57! 

Our next newest members also become our second 

long-distance, out-of-state members. WELCOME, 

Scott and Allyson Halver of Cave Creek 

(Phoenix), Arizona! Scott and Allyson attend most 

GNs and have become great friends of the St. 

Louis Region. Todd and Amber Tobiasz have 

participated with the Halvers in several GN and 

National driving tours. 

The Halvers are dedicated vintage car lovers, and 

the Cadillacs in their collection are a 1954 four-

door sedan in Shoal green with Biscay green top, 

that was pictured in our September newsletter as 

part of Doug Birkôs GN articles, and a beautiful 

1960 Eldorado Seville in Sienna Rose with a white 

fabric top. This latter one is a one-owner family car 

and is an absolute jaw-dropper to say the least. 

Again, Welcome new members! For those of you 

who are thinking who is the other out-of-state 

member(?), it is Thym Smith of Maryland, who has 

past St. Louis connections. 

I also want to give a shout out to newer member 

Bobby Patterson, who resides in 

Highland, IL, and attended our November 

meeting. Glad you could make it, Bobby! 

Bill Tabor needs your old auto magazines for 

distribution to several Missouri Veterans Homes. 

Bill stated they need reading material, and they 

love car magazines. If you have some, please put 

no more than 5-7 in a bag so that Bill can easily 

carry them. Bill is also accepting cash donations to 

help cover postage for mailing expenses, which he 

has been paying out of pocket. A motion was made 

to discuss a Club donation to help defray these 

mailing costs at our January meeting. 

The Club had another successful year of fun and 

frolic. Members enjoyed many great Club events. 

With membership additions and dropouts, the 2024 

Club headcount remained consistent with past 

years. 

Several members dealt with health challenges 

during the year. While most continue to mend, 

unfortunately, as previously communicated, long-

time member Steve Unland, partner of Ted 

Fivian, unexpectedly and quickly succumbed to 

Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), a rare 

autoimmune condition that occurs when the 

immune system abnormally overreacts. HLH 

causes the immune system to attack the body. 

Steve was a loving, caring, and humorous 

individual, liked by all, and we will miss him 

greatly. A private memorial service was held in 

October. 

This monthôs newsletter continues with Doug Birkôs 

excellent series of 2024 Grand National articles, 

covering the 1965-1970 vehicles displayed. Doug, 

GREAT article, and very educational; I am learning 

so much! THANK YOU! Reminder, the next 

newsletter will be in Februaryðno January 

newsletter. I get a vacation! 

As the year ends, I would like to thank all who 

participated in Club meetings and events in 2024, 

helping to make our Club vibrant and active. Thank 

you to members who helped plan and coordinate 

our events, and in particular, those of you who 

have contributed articles for the Fleetwood Flyer. 

Thank you all!!! 

To everyone, Cindy and I wish you 

all a Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah, a Joyous Kwanzaa, 

Happy Festivus, Happy Holidays, 

and a very Happy, HEALTHY, and 

Prosperous New Year! 

Craig Masterson 
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2024 GRAND NATIONAL Part 4  

           (BY: Doug Birk)  

And the beat goes onéthe mid-1960s was a dynamic period of constant change in all music venues, from 

rock'n'roll, Motown, Beatle mania, to folk group protest songs. Fashion had the British touch with more (or 

less) mini-skirts, go-go boots, floral prints, and bell-bottom jeans. From long, straight hair to afros, lamb-

chop sideburns, full blown beards, protests from the young against an undeclared war in ónam, flower 

power of the ñhippiesò, Haight-Ashbury, to drugs to make everything OK...Oh yes, the ñgood oldò days. 

As time moves on, so does the realm of Cadillac and its evolution in design and engineering. Gone now for 

1965, Cadillacôs iconic trademark tailfins. After a 17-year run, Cadillac redesigned its motor cars without 

fins, although some may disagree. A debatable subject is how one perceives a ñfinò. The rear quarter of 

the new 1965/66 models do in fact have a fin, being the blade-like stamping and dip between the quarter 

panel and trunk. I guess you would call it ñPOVò (point-of-view). This blade-like design would be carried 

forward for many years to come. 

Other design features incorporated vertical/stacked headlights, a styling trend many other manufacturers 

used at the time. A nice styling touch used on Cadillacs and all GM hard tops and convertibles was a 

curved, frameless side glass. This styling concept was first introduced in the 1957 Imperial and later by 

Rambler in 1963. 

Engineering improvements included an all-new perimeter frame allowing more interior space, improved 

front/rear suspension, additional sound deadening insulation, optional tilt and telescoping steering wheel, 

redesigned power door lock system, and automatic height leveling on the Fleetwoods and Eldorados as 

standard fare. 

Three beautiful 1965 models made their debut at this year's Grand National (GN)ðfirst, an eye-catching 

coupe de Ville, finished in dark Ensign Blue (#26) with all white Aztec grain leather (below-left). Having 

the vinyl top deleted (thank you) enhanced the new flowing roofline into the decklid. The owner and state 

are unknown. Cadillac reintroduced a new body style to both its Calais and de Ville models for 1965. 

Pictured is the series 68369, "pillared" four-door Sedan de Ville in Ebony Black (below-center), with period

-correct white wall tires. The base price was $5,666 with only 15,000 units built, being outsold by its 

sister four-door hardtop at 45,345 units. The owner and state are unknown. 

 

 

 

 

 

The flagship Fleetwood 60 Special Sedan (above-right), series 68169, owned by Emerson Head of New 

York was shown in gloss Ebony Black with fabric interior. The laser-straight black beauty did not wear the 

optional $192 Brougham trim package. 

Quite a few ó66 models attended this year's event; members and the 

public had a variety of models and colors to envy. This red convertible 

(right), posed in war bonnet Flamenco Red, a non-metallic finish, 

flaunting its meticulous creamy white Kashmir grain leather interior 

and white fabric top, was further enhanced with 2-inch-wide white wall 

tires riding on aftermarket Cadillac wire-spoke wheels. The owner is 

Nick Vaglica, and who would have guessed, is from New York. 

A spectacular 1966 de Ville convertible (right), finished in #24 Marlin 

Blue, was topped off with an all-white leather interior and matching 

white top. A labor of love, this ground up restoration adventure took 

several years to complete but was entirely worth every minute and 

every dollar spent. The goal of the owner, Chuck Swanson of New 

York, was to keep it authentic, which he fully accomplished. Chuck has 

received accolades from many, as well as awards for his pride and joy. 
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The convertible, top-down driving experience theme continues with another outstanding restoration. We 

are speaking of a ó66 de Ville convertible that was a featured car on the cable TV show Counting Cars, 

focusing on Countôs Kustoms restorations of Las Vegas, Nevada, that generally builds modified and 

custom vehicles. The owner of Countôs Kustoms, Danny Coker, was approached to do a full, original 

restoration, on a one-family-owned Cadillac; keeping it authentic versus customizing it was the goal. The 

owner of the car, Steven Albanese, was only 5 years old when his dad bought the car. But time had taken 

its toll, and the time was ripe for the restoration of a family keepsake. 

Personally, I had never seen a ñTV restorationò auto, so I was not 

expecting much for the end product. I was happily impressed with 

the quality, fit, finish, and attention to detailðall panels were laser 

straight, all gaps between panels even, and the paint/chrome 

flawless. The repaint was finished in Firemist Florentine Gold (right) 

with soft buckskin leather seating. The only modification was a 

portion of the grill blacked out, which actually looked good. I now 

know this car will continue to remain in their family for a long time. 

As we enjoyed the summer weather, we took a look at two beautiful 

examples of the Fleetwood Eldorado, both had previously graced GN 

shows. The first one is owned by Gary McKinney of West Virginia. It 

was last seen at the 2019 GN in Louisville. A rare, unmolested, original 

specimen, it was finished in paint #98, Ember Firemist (right), with 

matching perforated Kashmir grain all-leather interior. Gary's car was 

the benchmark vehicle in the CLC's 1966 Authenticity Manual. 

The second Eldorado convertible, one of 2,250 manufactured for 

1966, is owned by old acquaintance Doug Bailey of Georgia (right). 

Having met Doug several years ago, he has progressively made 

restoration improvements to his hobby car. It was repainted in its 

original Firemist Tropical Green two years ago and had a full leather 

interior restoration just prior to the 2019 GN. Oh, the smell of fresh 

leather, ever so soft sandalwood seats, brings his car full circle. 

For 1966, Brougham became a standalone model in addition to the Fleetwood 60 Special. In 1965 and years 

to follow, it returned to the 133-inch wheelbase, becoming a ñpillaredò sedan versus a hardtop sedan. 

The flagship Fleetwood Brougham was represented by two show cars, one may call them salt (white) and 

pepper (black). The series 68169 Brougham was ñonlyò three hundred dollars more than the 60 Special and 

was more popular, selling 13,630 versus 5,445 units for the year. The Brougham offered folding/illuminated 

rear seat table trays, carpeted footrests, and rear seat reading lamps, all under the umbrella of a fully 

padded vinyl top adorned with a pair of wreath and crest medallions. 

The Stratmore White sedan (right) was another great car brought to 

the show by Mark Brodsky. His beautiful car was like the model on 

the front cover of the 1966 Cadillac sales catalog. This model also 

featured a rich black brocade fabric seating area, FM stereo radio, 

and optional (new) heated front seats. 

While the Sable Black sedan (right) with cloth seating showed well 

from a distance, flaws in the metal and paint were obvious, probably 

due to the brutal Massachusetts winters. Even with rust bubbles 

under the paint and corrosion on some panels, those flaws did not 

deter proud owner Paul Piscitelli from showing his collectible car; 

after all, it was still a Cadillac. 

As an observation on detail, the Fleetwood models always prided 

themselves with extra special touches in fabric selection, leathers, 

and real wood veneer trim. Beginning with the 1961 models, 60 Specials resurrected the application of 

real wood veneer trim, reminiscent of the rich woods used in the models of the 1930s and 1940s. 

During the period from 1961 through 1969, Cadillac's choice of exotic woods varied by year: 1961/

Rosewood, 1962/African Cherry, 1963/Filipino Nara, 1964/West African Baku, 1965/Japanese Tamo, 
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1966/American Walnut, 1967/skipped year, 1968/Indian Rosewood, ending with Brazilian Rosewood for 

1969. Unfortunately, by 1970 the use of real wood ended, and faux wood (plastic) trim was used. This 

trend of faux wood would be utilized until the late 1980s and early 1990s, when Cadillac returned to 

ñnatureò for real-wood veneers. 

Many older Cadillac enthusiasts and purists consider the 1965/1966 models the pinnacle of Cadillac 

ñrichnessò with the use of fine brocades and wools, polished aluminum, stainless steel, chrome, and, yes, 

even quality vinyl. With federal safety mandates, many of these solid materials became obsolete, 

considered dangerous, and no longer allowed in styling so as to meet safety requirements. Previously 

shiny metal parts were replaced with the introduction of energy absorbing plastics, e.g., door lock 

buttons, instrument controls, mirror frames, and steering wheel centers to name a few. More regulations 

led to future automotive styling restrictions. Boy, do they (the Feds) cringe when seeing these beautiful 

but lethal chrome tipped fins of the 50s and 60s? 

Professional cars came in many configurations and ñflavorsò depending upon their chosen duty 

assignment. The 1966 Cadillac ambulance (below), painted in barber pole red and white, was fabricated 

by Superior Coach Company of Lima, Ohio. A hand-crafted gem, it had enough exterior lights and sirens 

to be seen and heard for miles. Notable features included an elevated raised roof, with extra emergency 

red and white flashing lamps on the bumpers, fenders, and roof. 

Reminiscent of the Ghostbusters 1959 Cadillac ambulance were four bullet-shaped roof emergency running 

lamps. The coachôs configuration was unique, being both an end-loader and side-loader, having the rear 

doors hinged from the center post. The owner of this eclectic vehicle is Jeff Hookway from New Jersey. 

1967 and 1968 models again changed in styling, incorporating a new slanted, sloping nose and grill and 

sculptured rear quarter panels, all while retaining the traditional Cadillac crosshatch grill and vertical tail 

lamps. All new for 1967 was the redefined, reengineered Fleetwood Eldoradoðno longer a convertible, but 

a front wheel drive (e.g., Oldsmobile Toronado) personal luxury coupe, a trend previously started with the 

introduction of Ford's 1958 Thunderbird. 

The personal luxury coupe for GM was initiated with the Pontiac Grand Prix, Oldsmobile Starfire, and Buick 

Riviera. New for 1967 was Cadillacôs version of a personal luxury coupe offering front wheel drive (FWD), 

a concept previously used on the 1966 Oldsmobile Toronado. The new Eldorado was derived from the 

concept car XP-820, designed by Ed Taylor and Don Roper from the GM studio of Stan Parker (protege of 

famous designer Bill Mitchell, designer of the Riviera, Camaro, Firebird, Seville, and Corvette). 

The initial design concept started in 1963 for the 1967 model. Distinctive traits of the Eldorado included 

FWD, long hood, short deck, hidden headlights, blade-like front and rear fender peaks, creased (ñveeôdò) 

rear window glass, torsion bar front suspension, and single leaf-spring rear suspension. 

The original concept for the Eldorado was to be powered by a V12 engine, thus the aircraft carrier size 

hood. The hood was so large, it had to be stamped in two sections, then welded together, with the weld 
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seam hidden beneath a thin chrome piece of trim. One-piece stampings of the gigantic hood were finally 

accomplished for the 1971 models. Setting a record for Eldorado sales, the FWD Eldoradoôs first-year sales 

registered 17,930 units sold at a base price of $6,277. 

Three nostalgic 1967 Eldorado models (series 69347) graced the showfield. A factory-fresh Marina Blue 

(#24) with dark blue vinyl top (below-left) was shown by M.G. ñSkipò Haley of Minnesota. No rust on this 

northern beauty. It was joined by a Pinecrest Green metallic (#30) (below-center) from Washington DC, 

owned by Daniel Jobe, wearing factory-correct, dual-striped, white wall tires and factory-slotted wheel 

covers. The Grecian White Eldorado coupe (below-right) sported the optional black padded top and 

flaunted an all-white leather interior. The meticulous owner is Bill Harrison of Maryland. Unfortunately, no 

1968 or 1969 Eldorado models made this yearôs show. 

Beautiful full-size de Ville convertibles, series 68367, were plentiful. Sales of 1967 de Ville convertibles 

soared to 18,200 units as a result of the retirement of the Eldorado convertible after 1966. Longtime 

member and brother of Frank Tomasello (ó59 black coupe) is Sam Tomasello's bright red nonmetallic 1967 

convertible (right). Restored to perfection (runs in the family) is his award-

winning showpiece. Sam is always making it more authentic than the 

previous show, now having the correct dual-striped, white wall tires! Sam, 

how do you keep that white leather so clean? Additionally, Sam brought his 

1971 Eldorado coupe to this year's GN. 

Meticulously restored, this Flamenco Red (#48) convertible (right) with deep 

red leather seats and contrasting black cloth top joined the ranks of the 

ó67s. The owner of this fantastic auto is Larry Savino from New York. This 

was his first, and hopefully not last, GN show. What is it with Italian 

descendants from New York and their passion for Cadillac convertibles! 

Jealous? éMaybe! 

Not to be outdone is a pristine ó67 de Ville convertible (below) finished in classic Grecian White (#12), 

offering all-black Kashmir perforated-grain leather seats with a matching black fabric top. Lovingly restored 

to Cadillac-plus standards, it was proudly exhibited by owners Brian and Susan Tyndall of Wisconsin. The 

Tyndallôs are close friends of the St. Louis Region, as 

Susan is the sister of member Cathy (and Mark) 

Ellison. The gorgeous award-winning white 

convertible joined the Ellisonôs 1971 Coupe de Ville, 

also a prior award winner, at the annual St. Louis 

Concours dôElegance Easter Auto Show in Forest 

Park this year. This model has all available options 

offered for 1967, including a very rare right-hand 

rear-view door mirror. Just try to find one! Hope to 

see you at more shows. 

It is always nice to see a special visitor and member from overseas. Klaus Deisinger from Germany made 

the pilgrimage to another Cadillac GN. In prior GNs Klaus displayed 

his 1967 Pinecrest Green Sedan de Ville (right). The car has since 

been sold to Rick Payton of Wisconsin. It features a sandalwood 

leather interior and contrasting black vinyl top. The sedans for 

1967 featured a thinner and sportier C-pillar, allowing more 

visibility and enhancing the lines of the flowing quarter panel. The 

sedans were a popular model, selling nearly 60,000 units. I first 

met Klaus at the 2006 GN in Orange, California. Gosh, that is 18 

years ago! The car and Klaus have aged well; what is your secret? 
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Minor changes came with the 1968 models including, but not limited 

to, a larger 472 cu.in. engine, safety side marker lights, a longer 

hood with concealed wipers now adding a leading edge ñdipò adjacent 

to each headlight, and power windows as standard equipment (what 

took so long to do this?) 

Most outstanding was another from Mark Brodsky's collection, a 

series 68367 de Ville convertible (right), finished in a spotless 

Grecian White with contrasting black top and black leather 

upholstery. It has period-correct details, down to the dual-striped, 

white wall tires. 

Not all Cadillacs are trailer queens, as represented 

by the 1968 Sedan de Ville (right) owned by Erich 

Gernand of Michigan. It is a true survivor, showing 

its proud battle scars of dented and dinged doors, 

crunched right fender, numerous scrapes, missing, 

cracked, and peeling paint (patina!). It had rust in 

all the usual places and then some, being a 

Michigan car enduring those bitter and harsh northern winters. Still, it was great to see an American icon 

still on the road after 56 years. 

1969 full-size Cadillacs returned to the more traditional Cadillac styling of horizontal headlights, finely 

textured rectangular egg crate grill, sharp bladed front fenders, vertical exposed taillights, new ventless 

front windows, and creased (ñveeôdò) rear window glass blending with the decklid styling. Elegance was 

the themeðfrom the all-gold themed Cadillac sales brochure to new brocade upholstery fabrics and 

vibrant new color choices. Engineering improvements included steel beam side-reinforced doors and anti-

theft ignition lock. Reaching a new milestone in 1969, Cadillac sold its four millionth Cadillac, an Astral 

Blue Coupe de Ville. 

I experienced an emotional 

moment on seeing an identical 

1969 Cadillac Coupe de Ville in 

Astral Blue with dark blue padded 

top (right). I truly felt like family 

members no longer with me were 

there in spirit. My late 

grandmother Douglas's last car 

was exactly like this car and was 

inherited by my late brother 

Roger. 

The ownerôs grandson, John, informed me that this CDV was purchased new by his granddad and current 

owner, John Troy, of Pennsylvania. The grandson is more or less the caretaker of his family's cars, much 

like me and our familyôs autos. Keeping this car in pristine condition is exciting, being an original 8,000 

mile car, still riding on its Firestone dual-stripe, bias-ply tires, showing no wear after 55 years of 

ownership. The granddad has other low-mileage collectible Cadillacs, but none like this. Hope to see it 

again someday. 

Deville convertibles were represented by two magnificent examples. Mark Brodsky's de Ville convertible 

was presented in its original Persian Aqua (#28) (below-left) with all white ostrich grain leather seating 

and matching fabric top, with period-correct dual stripe, white wall tires. 

Equally attractive is the 

Astral Blue version (right) 

shown by owner Gup 

Gascoigne of New Jersey. 

It is tastefully equipped 

with all dark blue leather 

and contrasting white 

cloth top. 



ф 

1970 models were given the traditional two-year facelift, changing to a 

less intricate square grill, enclosed vertical taillight lenses, and removal 

of the ñVò trim on the hood and deck lid. Six of the nine 1970 Cadillacs 

registered were de Villes. 

Mark Brodsky's de Ville convertible (right) finished in Bayberry (greenish

-gold, #59) was a one-year-only color with matching leather interior and 

tan cloth top. It was magnificent, just like all of his other cars. 

Two almost-identical San Mateo Red (#74) de Ville convertibles were shown side by side. The first one is 

owned by Craig Perrotty of Pennsylvania, having an all-white interior and matching top. Its almost-twin 

had additional chrome rocker moldings and red leather interior. The owner of this beautiful car is Richard 

Minesinger of Puerto Rico; I bet that was a long drive! 

A Sable Black convertible (right) with white top and black leather 

interior was an unblemished example, owned by Daniel Mullane of 

Virginia. 

A gorgeous Byzantine Gold (#50) Coupe de Ville (lower-right) with 

optional dark brown vinyl top and reproduction Cadillac true spoke 

chrome wire wheels was owned by Steven Decarlo of New York. 

A 1970 Eldorado (below), finished in Cotillion White (#11), was 

unique in not having the optional padded roof. This nice touch 

allowed the rooflines to accent the total flowing design of the car. 

Another nice touch was the retracting rear quarter window into the C-

pillar for an open-air experience. The 1970 models had redesigned, 

thinner vertical taillights (no chrome accents) and introduced the first 

production 500 cu.in. V-8 engine (8.2 litre), with a 10:1 compression ratio, 400 HP, and 550 lb-ft of 

torque. No wonder it was called the gentleman's hot rod. Lucky owner is Ian Macartney of Michigan. 

Wrapping up with the flagship model, the series 68169 

Fleetwood Brougham in formal Phantom Gray (#18) and 

black padded roof was owned by Joe Vanacore of New 

Jersey. The factory window sticker indicated a base price of 

$5,884, but with so many options, the final tab was $7,571. 

All of those goodies add up, but who does not like comfort 

and convenience items? After all, it is a Cadillac. 


